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The US Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis 
of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or 
family status.  Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative 
means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s 
TARGET Center at (202)720-260 (voice and TDD). 

 WHIP is the Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program   

 WHIP funds are available to create, enhance, or maintain riparian habitat to benefit various 
fish and wildlife species.  A riparian area is the land adjacent to streams, channels, and rivers 
that creates the transition zone between upland and water.  Riparian areas are typically vege-
tated with trees, shrubs, and tall grasses.   

Cost-share info:  Landowners can be reimbursed for up to 
75% of the cost of implementing habitat improvement projects.  

Length of the project: Plans will be developed for a mini-
mum of five years.  All practices must be maintained for the 
length of the plan. 

How to apply: Contact your local NRCS Service Center for 
an application. See reverse side for locations or visit our web-
site at www.nj.nrcs.usda.gov. 

Benefits of Riparian Buffers 
Riparian buffers can be managed for several purposes. 
Buffers supply wildlife with food and cover and create 
corridors for migrating birds and mammals. Trees and 
shrubs provide shade to lower water temperatures, which 
improves habitat for aquatic organisms. Excess amounts of 
sediment, nutrients, and pesticides from runoff are filtered 
by buffers before entering the stream. Riparian buffers 
also provide protection against erosion and mitigate flood 
damage. 

The banks of this degraded stream are eroded and unstables. Water 
from upland areas, contaminated with sediments and  pollutants,  
flows directly into the stream. 

Vegetative plantings have successfully stabilized the eroding banks, 
while also providing valuable food and cover for wildlife.  Runoff is 
now filtered before entering the stream. 
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WHIP funds are available for: 
� Plant materials, planting, seeding, lime, fertilizer, and site 

preparation. 
� Management activities, such as brush cutting, tree cutting, 

disking, mowing, and invasive vegetation control. 
� Wooden structures, rocks, boulders, or other materials 

needed for in-stream fish habitat practices or stream bank 
stabilization projects. 

Cost-sharing is Not authorized for: 
� Construction activities for items such as farm roads, build-

ings, boardwalks, blinds, platforms, or structures not di-
rectly related to habitat management. 

� Pond construction or maintenance. 



Example of Riparian Habitat Project in 
New Jersey 

 

NRCS Service Centers 
Freehold (732)462-1079X3 

Serving Mercer, Middlesex & Monmouth 

Frenchtown (908)782-4614X3 
Serving Hunterdon, Somerset, & Union 

Hackettstown (908)852-2576 X3 
Serving Sussex, Warren & Morris 

Hainesport (609)267-0811 X3 
Serving Burlington, Camden, & Ocean 

Vineland (856)205-1225X3 
Serving  Atlantic, Cape May, & Cumberland 

Woodstown (856)769-1126X3 
Serving Gloucester & Salem 

Morris Plains (973)538-1552 
Serving Bergen, Hudson, Essex, Passaic, Morris 

& Union 

Restoration of riparian habitats is priority of the Wildlife Habitat Incentives Pro-
gram.  NRCS teamed up with the Division of Fish and Wildlife, along with the 
North Jersey RC&D and the Hackettstown Department of  
Public Works, to enhance the riparian are along the Union 
Cemetery stretch of the Musconetcong River.  

 

With the hard 
work of Hacketts-
town High School 
students, trees 
and shrubs were 
planted to provide shade to the 
river and protect the banks from 
erosion.  The students also filled 
two log frame deflectors with river 
stone by hand. The deflectors re-
direct stream-flow to reduce bank 
erosion and create deep holes 
that provide trout habitat.  


